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The global commentariat has relentlessly bombarded international op-ed pages with 

accounts of crises, risks, and global dangers. And this is not without reason: we 

certainly live in times of great geopolitical upheaval. But we must not lose sight of the 

other side of the security coin, one that recognizes societal resilience as a 

counterweight to conflict and as a pillar of peace. This Monthly Alert counterbalances 

the gloom and doom that suffuses our current Zeitgeist. It flags 10 promising global 

trends and highlights the opportunities they yield for the global economy, security, 

governance, socio-economic development and global health. These trends pose 

groundbreaking possibilities for policymakers and can provide new avenues for future 

policies to make our world a better place. 

  

Each trend description includes hyperlinks to articles that offer background information 

and a list of ‘must read’ literature discussing their opportunities within their wider 

contexts. 
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ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES REJUVENATING GLOBAL HEALTH 

 

While their boons have been widely reported on for years, there is one field in particular in which 

advanced technologies are expected to have a profound effect on humankind: global health. Recent 

innovations in the domains of psychiatric diagnosis, virtual reality and computer-assisted protein design 

have greatly improved global prospects for human health in the near future. Today for instance, using 

artificial intelligence to review and translate mammograms has made the breast cancer diagnostic 

process 30 times faster and ensures a 99% accuracy rate. The prospects of AI therapists or doctors will 

only grow in the near future, and health technologies may soon be able to leverage big data to project 

effective treatment options under even the most challenging conditions. In the future, artificial 

intelligence – in the forms of robot assistants or even specialized surgeons – can be used to alleviate 

labor shortages in conflict-stricken areas, enhancing development initiatives at relatively low cost. By 

bundling these innovative developments in development and governance policies, decision-makers and 

industrial leaders can capitalize on the nexus between emerging advanced medical technologies and 

other development approaches. A development agenda centered around improving public health 

infrastructure such as water and sanitation facilities can enhance livelihoods on numerous levels, while 

the use of advanced medical technology in short-term campaigns can improve prospects on a short time 

frame. By deploying a two-pronged approach to improving global health, decision-makers can 

immediately improve access to livelihood-enhancing health services and facilities among citizens across 

the world while also laying the foundations for a more prosperous, and peaceful future.  

 

Must Reads  

      

     Short Read: Artificial Intelligence and the Coming Health Revolution - Phys.org  

     Short Read: Science and International Development Policy - Project Syndicate  

     Short Read: The Ripple Effect: Climate Change and Children’s Access to Water and  

     Sanitation - UNICEF  

     Short Read: Revolutionizing Global Health - MIT News  

     Long Read: What Doctor? Why AI and Robotics will Define New Health -  

     PricewaterhouseCoopers  

 

 

https://qz.com/1001968/artificial-intelligence-can-now-predict-suicide-with-remarkable-accuracy/
https://theconversation.com/five-ways-virtual-reality-is-improving-healthcare-79523
https://theconversation.com/designing-antiviral-proteins-via-computer-could-help-halt-the-next-pandemic-79258
https://www.wired.com/2017/06/facebook-messenger-woebot-chatbot-therapist/
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/17/technology/ibm-is-counting-on-its-bet-on-watson-and-paying-big-money-for-it.html?_r=3
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/06/big-health-future-medicine-china
https://www.fastcompany.com/3059594/an-autonomous-robot-surgeon-just-successfully-sewed-up-a-pig
https://thewaterproject.org/water-scarcity/water_stats
http://www.opengovasia.com/articles/7651-exclusive---better-disaster-preparedness-and-response-through-information-technologies
http://www.opengovasia.com/articles/7651-exclusive---better-disaster-preparedness-and-response-through-information-technologies
https://phys.org/news/2017-06-artificial-intelligence-health-revolution.html
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/science-based-development-policy-by-anne-marie-slaughter-and-kate-himes-2017-05?barrier=accessreg
https://www.unicef.org/wash/files/Climate_change_WASH_Brief.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/wash/files/Climate_change_WASH_Brief.pdf
https://news.mit.edu/2017/revolutionizing-global-health-rich-fletcher-0426
http://www.pwc.com/gx/en/industries/healthcare/publications/ai-robotics-new-health/ai-robotics-new-health.pdf
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 TAPPING INTO REFUGEE FLOWS 

 

With conflicts and instability surrounding the European Union, refugees fleeing war, massacres, 

genocide, famine, droughts, floods and overall scarcity have ignited debates among EU member 

states on how to address the social, political, and economic effects of these massive inflows.  

 

The potential benefits associated with migration often get lost in these debates. Yet empirical studies 

have found that migrants are net contributors to public budgets and are associated with innovation 

and productivity growth. In addition to their efforts to address labor shortages across various key 

national sectors, European governments and corporations can also tap into migrant perspectives to 

improve disaster risk reduction initiatives, or improve urbanization and spatial planning processes. 

Furthermore, smart migration regulations can be useful as policies attempting to block migration 

can drive real wages down and impoverish labor working conditions. Training refugees can equip 

them with the necessary skills and experience to rebuild their home countries upon their return. 

Furthermore, the use of advanced simulation technologies in tracking refugee flows can anticipatively 

optimize policy approaches to more effectively mitigate security risks. If public discussions can 

reshape their singular focus on the negatives and threats posed by these trends to also include the 

opportunity side, Europe could also leverage the current refugee crisis to its own benefit.  

 

Must Reads 

  

     Short Read: Refugees Are Not a Burden but an Opportunity - OECD  

     Short Read: Global Compact on Migration Should Focus on Harnessing its Win- 

     Win Benefits - United Nations University Centre for Policy Research  

     Long Read: People on the Move: Global Migration’s Impact and Opportunity -  

     McKinsey & Company  

     Long Read: How Immigration Affects Investment and Productivity in Host and  

     Home Countries - IZA World of Labor  

     Long Read: Explaining the Refugee Gap: A Longitudinal Study on Labour  

     Market Participation of Refugees in the Netherlands - Journal of Ethnic and  

     Migration Studies  

 

https://www.nber.org/papers/w23498
http://gala.gre.ac.uk/16297/1/GpercPolicyBrief_UOG_FEPS%20onaran%20brexit.pdf
http://gala.gre.ac.uk/16297/1/GpercPolicyBrief_UOG_FEPS%20onaran%20brexit.pdf
https://edoc.coe.int/en/environment/7383-migrants-in-disaster-risk-reduction-practices-for-inclusion.html
https://unu.edu/publications/articles/cities-for-all-migration-and-the-new-urban-agenda.html
http://neweconomics.org/2016/09/restricting-immigration-wont-pay-for-working-people-2/
https://theglobalobservatory.org/2017/06/syria-refugees-computer-modeling-simulation/
http://www.bosch-stiftung.de/content/language2/downloads/SVR_Annual_Report_2017_Nine_Core_Messages.pdf
http://www.bosch-stiftung.de/content/language2/downloads/SVR_Annual_Report_2017_Nine_Core_Messages.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/forum/oecdyearbook/refugees-are-not-a-burden-but-an-opportunity.htm
https://cpr.unu.edu/global-compact-on-migration-should-focus-on-harnessing-its-win-win-benefits.html
https://cpr.unu.edu/global-compact-on-migration-should-focus-on-harnessing-its-win-win-benefits.html
http://www.cisan.unam.mx/avisos/materialesIOM/MGI-People-on-the-Move-Executive-summary-December-2016.pdf
https://wol.iza.org/uploads/articles/292/pdfs/how-immigration-affects-investment-and-productivity-in-host-and-home-countries.pdf
https://wol.iza.org/uploads/articles/292/pdfs/how-immigration-affects-investment-and-productivity-in-host-and-home-countries.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/1369183X.2016.1251835
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/1369183X.2016.1251835
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 EMBRACING DIGITALIZATION TO REFORM THE FRAYING SOCIAL CONTRACT 

 

The social contract is under direct pressure due to digital globalization. Yet, the innumerable 

benefits that the Internet yields also pave the way for more direct forms of governance, offering 

an opportunity to reinvigorate the social contract between citizens and (political) leaders by 

implementing open digital policies. Today, global leaders face the task of adapting the social 

contract to bolster state legitimacy and accountability in the eyes of its citizens – especially 

millennials. Revitalizing and implementing value-driven agendas and leadership methods can re-

establish trust between skeptical citizens and companies and governments. By combining new 

approaches with digital technologies, tailor-made policies can provide platforms for greater civic 

participation in the public domain. With full-scale shocks and schisms occurring across the globe, 

the Internet's power as a catalyst for social change must be nurtured responsibly to prevent it from 

developing disruptively. Leveraging the robust connections and access points of the Internet can 

create new, equal opportunities for citizens. By embracing digital technologies and the new-age 

attitudes that come part and parcel with them, policymakers can reorient the virtual tides to power 

innovation both at home and abroad, create more targeted policy actions, and capitalize on digital 

technologies’ potential to engage citizens directly in governance affairs.  

 

Must Reads  

 

     Short Read: How to Be a Leader in the Digital Age - World Economic Forum  

     Short Read: Margrethe Vestager’s Speech on Social Media and Democracy - European  

     Commission  

     Short Read: Mark Zuckerberg Harvard Commencement Speech Emphasizing “New Social  

     Contract of Equal Opportunity” - Facebook  

     Short Read: The Digital Demos: How the Internet is Transforming the Public Sphere - The  

     American Academy in Berlin  

     Long Read: From the Trials of Democracy Towards Future Participation - Sitra  

 

https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/digital-mckinsey/our-insights/digital-globalization-the-new-era-of-global-flows
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/02/role-of-government-digital-age-data/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/02/role-of-government-digital-age-data/
https://medium.com/@maltbyps/prototyping-a-one-team-government-manifesto-1596d99d3f57
http://politics.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.001.0001/acrefore-9780190228637-e-37
https://www2.deloitte.com/content/dam/Deloitte/au/Documents/human-capital/deloitte-au-hc-future-of-workforce-critical-drivers-challenges-220916.pdf
https://www2.deloitte.com/content/dam/Deloitte/au/Documents/human-capital/deloitte-au-hc-future-of-workforce-critical-drivers-challenges-220916.pdf
https://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2017/04/21/how-technology-created-global-village-and-put-each-other-throats/pu7MyoAkdyVComb9aKyu6K/story.html
https://openpolicy.blog.gov.uk/2016/12/08/data-and-design/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/democraciaabierta/thamy-pogrebinschi/does-digital-democracy-improve-democracy
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/05/how-to-be-a-leader-in-the-digital-age/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2014-2019/vestager/announcements/healthy-democracy-social-media-age_en
https://www.facebook.com/notes/mark-zuckerberg/harvard-commencement-2017/10154853758606634/
https://www.facebook.com/notes/mark-zuckerberg/harvard-commencement-2017/10154853758606634/
http://www.americanacademy.de/2017/06/26/the-digital-demos/
https://media.sitra.fi/2017/03/20164121/From_the_trials_of_democracy_towards_future_participation.pdf


 

  Page 6 of 13 

 

 

 

 

ENERGIZING THE POPULAR EFFORT AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

Modern social initiatives and innovations to combat climate change have largely been taken on by private 

companies, while national governments tend to play a facilitatory role. In the near future however, 

individuals will become key players too. Together with the increasing affordability of renewable energy 

technologies, the accelerating uptake of microgrid technologies will soon cause the majority of citizens 

in the developed world to become clean energy producers. Similarly, there are efforts pursuing the same 

goal in developing countries as well. These initiatives can improve community resilience, citizens’ 

livelihoods, local access to socioeconomic opportunities, and overall levels of stability and security. If 

coupled with other innovations such as those seen recently in desalination technologies, development 

efforts can mitigate water scarcity stresses in arid regions and counter the effects of climate change. 

Further innovations in market-available small-scale battery devices will accelerate innovation in the 

renewable energy industry and empower local and individual efforts to combat climate change by 

reducing reliance on centralized hydrocarbon fuel-based systems. Already, battery costs have 

plummeted, decreasing from nearly 900€ per KWh to less than 205€ between 2010 and 2016 

respectively. With the current trajectory of renewable energy and the rise of the “prosumer”, we might 

soon live in a future where ordinary citizens will have a transformative impact on the global energy 

landscape.  

 

Must Reads 

  

     Short Read: Battery Storage: The Next Disruptive Technology in the Power Sector - McKinsey &  

     Company  

     Short Read: The Power of Mini-Grids - Project Syndicate  

     Long Read: The Race to Solar-Power Africa - The New Yorker  

     Long Read: Connected Customers: The Transformation Imperative for Utilities in a Digitally  

     Disrupted World - Deloitte  

     Long Read: Renewables 2017 Global Status Report - Renewable Energy Policy Network for the 21st  

     Century  

 

http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/15/how-a-street-in-brooklyn-is-changing-the-energy-grid-215268
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/15/how-a-street-in-brooklyn-is-changing-the-energy-grid-215268
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/06/26/the-race-to-solar-power-africa
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/06/26/the-race-to-solar-power-africa
https://phys.org/news/2017-06-plasmonics-sustainable-society-desalination-tech.html
https://electrek.co/2017/06/09/tesla-superchargers-solar-battery-grid-elon-musk/
https://phys.org/news/2017-06-economists-electricity-storage-efficiency.html
https://phys.org/news/2017-06-economists-electricity-storage-efficiency.html
https://www.ted.com/talks/al_gore_the_case_for_optimism_on_climate_change/transcript
https://www.ted.com/talks/al_gore_the_case_for_optimism_on_climate_change/transcript
https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/sustainability-and-resource-productivity/our-insights/battery-storage-the-next-disruptive-technology-in-the-power-sector
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/mini-grids-africa-electrification-by-strive-masiyiwa-and-richard-branson-2017-06?barrier=accessreg
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/06/26/the-race-to-solar-power-africa
https://www2.deloitte.com/content/dam/Deloitte/ru/Documents/energy-resources/gx-er-connected-customers.pdf
https://www2.deloitte.com/content/dam/Deloitte/ru/Documents/energy-resources/gx-er-connected-customers.pdf
http://www.solarthermalworld.org/sites/gstec/files/news/file/2017-06-22/170622_gsr_2017_full_report_final.pdf
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  THINKING GLOBAL, STARTING LOCAL 

 

Traditional high-level R&D processes today are struggling to find the “next big thing”, while  

urbanization and digitization processes are powering the world’s economic growth, fostering as 

pirations for greater community involvement in the policymaking process. Although national  

governments are expected to tackle critical issues as they precipitate at a local level, they often  

lack the local knowledge to make their policy outcomes efficient. While the glocalization  

process allowed governments to refine national policies according to local characteristics, these same characteristics today can be leveraged to contribute to 

national, or even global agendas.  

 

Future security and development strategies adopting a multi-stakeholder, ecosystem approach  

should provide policy mechanisms for community-level engagement to create more effective  

national policy frameworks and deepen policy effectiveness. Encouraging local uptake of  

digital and advanced technologies will more effectively circulate top-down strategies and  

policies aiming to stay ahead of disruptive trends such as climate change – as illustrated by U.S.  

cities’ responses to the American withdrawal from the Paris Agreement – and changing  

demographics. Some local governments have already proactively embraced their new roles as  

innovators to great effect, tailoring affordable, community-based approaches to combatting  

climate change, implementing “intelligent infrastructure” designed to improve disaster  

responses, and making city planning processes more transparent using crowdsourcing  

technologies. By embracing local perspectives and capabilities, the toolkits of national  

governments for city- and community-level affairs can broaden the effective approaches  

traditionally offered to policymakers at a national level.  

 

Must Reads  

 

     Short Read: Cities Reimagined: Crucibles for Innovation - Accenture  

     Short Read: Harnessing Technology and Innovation to Save the World’s Cities - Newsweek  

     Short Read: The Dutch Have Solutions to Rising Seas. The World Is Watching - The New York Times  

     Short Read: When Artificial Intelligence Rules the City - CityLab  

     Short Read: Ten New Cities Join the City Energy Project - NRDC  

     Long Read: Global Migration. Resilient Cities at the Forefront - 100 Resilient Cities  

 

 

 

 

https://phys.org/news/2017-06-big-ideas-harder.html
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/urbanization-digitization-future-cities-by-carl-bildt-2017-06?barrier=accessreg
https://www.curbed.com/2017/6/1/15726376/paris-accord-climate-change-mayors-trump
https://www.curbed.com/2017/6/1/15726376/paris-accord-climate-change-mayors-trump
http://act-adapt.org/still-creek-a-case-study-of-transboundary-municipal-ecosystem-governance/
http://act-adapt.org/still-creek-a-case-study-of-transboundary-municipal-ecosystem-governance/
https://phys.org/news/2017-06-future-cities-resilient-intelligent-infrastructure.html
https://phys.org/news/2017-06-future-cities-resilient-intelligent-infrastructure.html
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2017/jan/24/tinder-cities-technology-making-urban-planning-interactive
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2017/jan/24/tinder-cities-technology-making-urban-planning-interactive
https://www.accenture.com/us-en/insight-outlook-innovation-cities
http://www.newsweek.com/2016/12/30/how-fix-cities-534829.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/06/15/world/europe/climate-change-rotterdam.html
https://www.citylab.com/life/2017/05/when-artificial-intelligence-rules-the-city/509999/
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/christina-angelides/ten-new-cities-join-city-energy-project
http://action.100resilientcities.org/page/-/100rc/pdfs/Global%20Migration_Resilient%20Cities%20At%20The%20Forefront_DIGITAL%20%28High%20Res%29.pdf
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  DEPLOYING LABOR AUTOMATION TO ADVANCE HUMANKIND 

  

Automation technologies such as machine learning and robotics play an increasingly important 

role in everyday life and on the work place. Labor automation creates an opportunity to rethink 

economic inequality on a global scale and could hold the keys to a global society of absolute 

empowerment. The boons of labor automation are easy to envisage, with emerging trends 

enticing today’s workers with appealing, utopian visions: “A future where ‘jobs are for robots 

and life is for people’”. Policymakers are in a position that requires bold approaches to 

responsibly distribute wealth and keeping automation from deepening ongoing inequality 

trends. Decision makers can give impetus to a future in which human productivity and creativity 

can be powered by computers, and wealth inequality is reined in through careful regulations. 

Only then can once fringe concepts such as universal basic income become a political possibility 

and give rise to a new era of human productivity.  

 

Must Reads  

 

     Watch: The Rise of the Machines – Why Automation is Different this Time -  

     Kurzgesagt  

     Short Read/Watch: Elon Musk: Automation Will Force Universal Basic Income -  

     Geek.com  

     Short Read: Google's Eric Schmidt: We Need Critical Thinking Now More Than  

     Ever - The Guardian  

     Short Read: The Real Threat of Artificial Intelligence - The New York Times  

     Long Read: Artificial Intelligence and Robotics and Their Impact on the  

     Workplace - International Bar Association Global Employment Institute  
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.theceomagazine.com/business/robots-are-taking-our-jobs/
http://www.theceomagazine.com/business/robots-are-taking-our-jobs/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSKi8HfcxEk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.geek.com/tech-science-3/elon-musk-automation-will-force-universal-basic-income-1701217/
https://www.theguardian.com/small-business-network/2017/jun/22/alphabets-eric-schmidt-google-artificial-intelligence-viva-technology-mckinsey
https://www.theguardian.com/small-business-network/2017/jun/22/alphabets-eric-schmidt-google-artificial-intelligence-viva-technology-mckinsey
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/24/opinion/sunday/artificial-intelligence-economic-inequality.html?_r=0
https://www.ibanet.org/Article/NewDetail.aspx?ArticleUid=012a3473-007f-4519-827c-7da56d7e3509
https://www.ibanet.org/Article/NewDetail.aspx?ArticleUid=012a3473-007f-4519-827c-7da56d7e3509
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REAPING THE FRUITS OF THE GLOBAL FOOD REVOLUTION 

 

In the face of growing burdens on existing food systems worldwide, recent innovations in the food 

production industry, such as digital agriculture, fractal farming or precision farming, could stop food-

related crises before they arise. The uptake of genetically-modified crops with improved disease-

resistance can also improve food security on a longer time horizon and can lessen the effects of other 

disruptive trends, such as farmers’ overuse of pesticides. Harnessing developments in the (smart) food 

sector devised to enhance development aid and mitigate impending shocks to our food supply systems 

that affect political stability and security.  

 

However, forward-looking measures aiming to improve food security must also be implemented at home. 

By encouraging the adoption of progressive dietary habits such as plant-based meals that have less 

intensive production processes or insect-based protein alternatives, policymakers can directly involve 

citizens in their initiatives to combat climate change, and stimulate more sustainable demand patterns 

to alleviate stress on food production systems. Creating more comprehensive networks of expertise to 

bridge policymakers, industry leaders, and civic society (groups) can improve prospects for food security 

on both a national and global scale, and help prevent food crisis disasters.  

 

Must Reads  

 

     Short Read: Global Diet and Farming Methods ‘Must Change for Environment’s Sake’ - IOP  

     Publishing  

     Long Read: Innovation in Agriculture and Food Systems in the Digital Age - The Global Innovation  

     Index  

     Long Read: The 2017 Global Food Policy Report - International Food Policy Research Institute  

     Long Read: Futures of Food Provision. Four possible scenarios for the AgriFood industry -  

     PricewaterhouseCoopers  

 

http://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_pub_gii_2017-chapter4.pdf
https://phys.org/news/2017-06-fractal-patterns-yeild-optimal-harvests.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/581892/EPRS_STU(2016)581892_EN.pdf
https://phys.org/news/2017-05-scientists-disease-resistant-rice-sacrificing-yield.html
https://phys.org/news/2017-05-scientists-disease-resistant-rice-sacrificing-yield.html
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/04/170426093454.htm
http://www.fao.org/3/a-br323e.pdf
https://news.llu.edu/for-journalists/press-releases/research-suggests-eating-beans-instead-of-beef-would-sharply-reduce-greenhouse-gasses#overlay-context=user
https://news.llu.edu/for-journalists/press-releases/research-suggests-eating-beans-instead-of-beef-would-sharply-reduce-greenhouse-gasses#overlay-context=user
http://blogs.discovermagazine.com/scienceandfood/2016/08/30/edible-insect-ingredients-sustainable-protein/#.WeiZ7GiCyUk
https://phys.org/news/2017-06-global-diet-farming-methods-environment.html
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_pub_gii_2017-chapter4.pdf
http://www.ifpri.org/publication/2017-global-food-policy-report
https://www.pwc.com.tr/tr/publications/industrial/retail-consumer/pdf/futures-of-food-provision.pdf
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 LEVERAGING ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE FOR A MORE SECURE WORLD 

 

By incorporating current AI capabilities into security and defense practices, decision makers can 

enhance baseline protections against cybersecurity threats or increase operational awareness more 

efficiently than ever before. However, with even advanced multidimensional AI systems becoming 

increasingly accessible, questions arise on how these technologies can be systematically integrated 

into a wider variety of processes serving both the private and public domains. Efforts to intelligently 

automate intervention in high crime areas, security processes safeguarding the financial industry, and 

social media monitoring to prevent lone wolf attacks have already found a measure of success. As AI 

becomes increasingly sophisticated, policymakers must ensure that it both effectively and ethically 

serves the individual and societal good.  

 

Must Reads 

  

     Short Read: Teaching Robots “Manners”: Digitally Capturing and Conveying Human Norms -  

     DARPA  

     Short Read: What’s the ‘Risk’ in China’s Investments in US Artificial Intelligence? New Bill Aims to  

     Find Out - Defense One  

     Long Read: Making the AI Revolution Work for Everyone - The Future Society, Harvard Kennedy  

     School  

     Long Read: Artificial Intelligence and the Future of Defense - The Hague Centre for Strategic  

     Studies  

  

 

https://www.ft.com/content/9b4a0b3c-452d-11e6-9b66-0712b3873ae1?mhq5j=e3
https://www.defensetech.org/2017/01/16/drone-swarms-smart-data-pentagon-eyes/
https://www.defensetech.org/2017/01/16/drone-swarms-smart-data-pentagon-eyes/
http://edition.cnn.com/2017/05/22/tech/robot-police-officer-future-dubai
http://www.fintech.finance/01-news/is-ai-the-answer-to-the-financial-industrys-cybersecurity-issue/
https://www.economist.com/news/international/21723113-algorithms-monitor-social-media-posts-palestinians-how-israel-spots-lone-wolf-attackers
https://www.darpa.mil/news-events/2017-05-31
http://www.defenseone.com/technology/2017/06/how-not-win-ai-arms-race-china/138919/
http://www.defenseone.com/technology/2017/06/how-not-win-ai-arms-race-china/138919/
http://www.tuftsgloballeadership.org/sites/default/files/images/resources/Miailhe%20Reading.pdf
http://hcss.nl/report/artificial-intelligence-and-future-defense
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 SMART TECHNOLOGY REVOLUTIONIZING OUR TRANSPORT SYSTEMS 

 

Smart transportation technologies can enrich security and social development policies if they are 

geared toward other wider societal concerns. For instance, developments in different areas of the 

transportation industry such as sea cargo shipping and postal delivery have proven that using 

autonomous systems can drastically reduce costs and carbon emissions respectively. RethinkX’s 

“transport-as-a-service” car-sharing approach projects that autonomous vehicles could allow users to 

travel at rates four to ten times cheaper per mile than possessing their own car, and two to four times 

cheaper than operating an existing vehicle by 2021. Drone technology is also increasingly used to 

deliver medical supplies to locations that are difficult to reach, improving global prospects for 

humanitarian and development aid. The economic and operational benefits of these technological 

opportunities can improve access to critical public services, slash carbon emissions, and reduce 

production constraints limiting the world market. Present-day advancements can yield considerable 

benefits to socioeconomic development at a national- and international level, and present exciting 

possibilities for policymakers today.  

 

Must Reads  

 

     Short Read: Technology Equals a Better Commute in Developing World - Wall Street Journal  

     Long Read: Accelerating the Future: The Economic Impact of the Emerging Passenger Economy -  

     Strategy Analytics  

     Long Read: Rethinking Transportation 2020-2030. The Disruption of Transportation and the  

     Collapse of the Internal-Combustion Vehicle and Oil Industries - RethinkX  

     Long Read: Land Use and Transportation Policies - The 3 Revolutions Policy Initiative, University of  

     California Davis  

 

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/608066/shipping-giants-are-looking-to-self-piloting-boats-to-shift-cargo/
https://phys.org/news/2017-05-drone-truck-deliveries-carbon-pollution.html
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/608034/blood-from-the-sky-ziplines-ambitious-medical-drone-delivery-in-africa/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/rickshaws-plus-technology-equals-a-better-commute-in-developing-world-1498010820
https://newsroom.intel.com/newsroom/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2017/05/passenger-economy.pdf#page=5
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/585c3439be65942f022bbf9b/t/591a2e4be6f2e1c13df930c5/1494888038959/RethinkX+Report_051517.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/585c3439be65942f022bbf9b/t/591a2e4be6f2e1c13df930c5/1494888038959/RethinkX+Report_051517.pdf
https://3rev.ucdavis.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/3R.LandUse.Final_.pdf
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 INVESTING IN INCLUSIVITY 

 

Emancipation and inclusiveness is increasingly proving to be a ‘force for good’ in societies that include 

all communities in their processes and policies. Leveraging the huge untapped potential of inclusive 

entrepreneurship, participation and leadership initiatives significantly contributes to creating and 

managing sustainable peace, developing more resilient economies, combatting poverty, and shattering 

glass ceilings globally. Global female entrepreneurship is on the rise. Organizations such as the OECD 

promote sustained, inclusive approaches to policy as a means to address economic inequality and 

promote inclusive growth. Furthermore, it is estimated that raising the level of female economic 

participation to match those of men in the MENA region could raise GDP by upwards of 10%. Even among 

OECD countries, a 25% reduction in the participation gap could provide 2% GDP growth. More women are 

also being involved in peace talks. Over one-third of the participants in the FARC peace talks were women, 

and a growing proportion of peace agreements contain provisions in support of women’s human rights, 

rising from 11% between 1990 and 2000, to 70% in 2015. International security institutions such as NATO 

have made strides in promoting – in particular – gender inclusivity in their operations and policies, while 

inclusive approaches to policy making and leadership are of high value to other sectors as well. These 

trends present an immediate opportunity. By integrating inclusive approaches to peace and security on a 

whole-of-process basis, decision makers can not only achieve sustainable peace, but can also improve 

policy outcomes of initiatives launched in other sectors, which can further help attain other economic and 

social development objectives. 

  

Must Reads  

 

     Short Read: Inclusive Ceasefires. Women, Gender, and a Sustainable End to Violence - Inclusive  

     Security  

     Short Read: Building Inclusive Economies - Council on Foreign Relations (Full Report)  

     Watch/Read: ‘Cooperative Globalisation’ Requires Greater Women’s Economic Empowerment - Global  

     Foundation  

     Long Read: Designing Inclusive Strategies for Sustainable Security - OSCE  

     Long Read: Making Women Count - Not Just Counting Women: Assessing Women’s Inclusion and  

     Influence on Peace Negotiations - Inclusive Peace & Transition Initiative & UN Women  

 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/young-professionals-in-foreign-policy/if-peace-is-to-be-sustain_b_13732892.html
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/young-professionals-in-foreign-policy/if-peace-is-to-be-sustain_b_13732892.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2017/02/28/why-women-entrepreneurs-will-be-economic-force-to-reckon-with-in-2017.html
https://www.oecd.org/inclusive-growth/Policy_Brief_Time_to_Act.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---inst/documents/publication/wcms_557245.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2016/822
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-and-security/facts-and-figures
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_136119.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_136119.htm
https://www.inclusivesecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Inclusive-Ceasefires-Women-Gender-and-Sustainable-End-to-Violence.pdf
https://www.cfr.org/blog/building-inclusive-economies
http://globalfoundation.org.au/cooperative-globalisation-requires-greater-womens-economic-empowerment/
https://www.inclusivesecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/OSCE-NAP-Academy-report.pdf
http://www.inclusivepeace.org/sites/default/files/IPTI-UN-Women-Report-Making-Women-Count-60-Pages.pdf
http://www.inclusivepeace.org/sites/default/files/IPTI-UN-Women-Report-Making-Women-Count-60-Pages.pdf
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ABOUT  

 
In order to remain on top of the rapid changes ongoing in the international environment, the Strategic 

Monitor of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Defence provides analysis of global trends and 

risks. The Monthly Alerts offer an integrated perspective on key challenges in the future security 

environment of the Netherlands along the following four themes: 

  

1. Vital European and Dutch Security Interests  

2. New Security Threats and Opportunities  

3. Political Violence  

4. The Changing International Order  

 

The Monthly Alerts reflect the monitoring framework of the Annual Strategic Monitor report, which is due 

for publication in January 2018. Each Monthly Alert offers a selection of discussions of emerging 

developments by key stakeholders in publications from governments, international institutions, think 

tanks, academic outlets and expert blogs, supported by previews of ongoing monitoring efforts of HCSS 

and Clingendael. The Monthly Alerts run on a four-month cycle alternating between the four themes.  

 


